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Overview 

Pacific Greetings 

 

Established in 2003 the NSW Council for Pacific Communities Inc. is a peak body of community de-
velopment organization for Pacific Communities in New South Wales. 
 
When birthed, the intention of the NSWCPC was to cover 8 Regional Advisory Councils from Griffith 
and Riverina Region (Griffith RAC); Newcastle and Hunter Region (Newcastle RAC); Wollon-
gong/Illawarra Region (Wollongong RAC); Mt Druitt, Blacktown, Parramatta and Penrith (Mt Druitt 
RAC); Campbelltown, Liverpool and Fairfield (Campbelltown RAC); St. George, Sutherland, Eastern 
Suburbs & Sydney (St George RAC); Canterbury, Bankstown, Auburn & Ashfield (Canter-
bury/Bankstown RAC) and Manly, & Dee Why (Northern Beaches RAC).  
 
The South West Sydney Regional Advisory Committee continues to grow into a movement of peo-
ple that are instrumental in the development of Pacific people in the South West Sydney region 
moreover raising the profile of the NSWCPC through their hands on community engagement.  
 
The NSWCPC is the peak body for all Pacific communities in NSW. The NSWCPC was formed as a 
result of the NSW Government’s Pacific Youth Partnership. This body was then established with the 
advice of Pacific community leaders and representatives by the Community Relations Commission 
that continue to provide valuable and sound advice to the members of this council throughout its 
leadership since inception. 
 
Who Are the Pacific Peoples?  
 
Government recognizes that all Pacific Peoples belong to either the Micronesian, Melanesian or 
Polynesian countries situated within the Pacific Region. The NSWCPC has since lobbied that all 
those coming under this banner are Pacific Peoples or People of the Pacific not the loose term-  
‘Pacific Islanders’.  
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Chairperson’s Report  
 
It is with great enthusiasm that I present to you the NSW Council for Pacific Communities (NSWCPC)  
AGM 2012/2013 Report. This will be my last report as I will not be standing for the Chairperson’s 
role after this AGM. I feel that the NSWCPC needs fresh and new perspective and a new leader at 
the helm who will guide and lead us to the forefront of our development as a community in NSW.  
 
I am excited about this change as this allows me to focus on the changes in my personal life and I 
am excited about what the new leadership will bring into the space in continuing and enhancing the 
work that has been developed and established.  
 
Quite often we receive enquiries in relation to the role of the State Executive and what we do on a 
daily basis and how do we do it given that we are all operating as volunteers! The answer we often 
provide to them is that our role is to do the following: 
 
1. Engagement and advocacy on behalf of NSW Pacific Communities at State and Federal levels. We 

do get involved in local government issues. However, in this space we prefer for existing com-
munity organisations to take the lead role 

2. Ensure that we are a resource to government and other agencies when engagement is needed 
with the wider Pacific community throughout the State 

3. Connector for community groups and individuals to spread the word about some of the wonder-
ful in the community development space people throughout NSW and nationally and within the 
Pacific region. 

4. How we do it is often through wearing two hats when we walk into meetings looking and creat-
ing new connections for getting the need of our community out there in all sections of govern-
ment and simply saying we are here, please include us in your agendas and conversations. 

 
I would like to thank specifically my team who has been there patiently waiting for me to call for 
meetings and supporting me in agreeing to fund for programs, projects and events that has been 
about getting us out there in the wider community space. Uluafi Lomu, Sesilia Large, Donita Hulme 
and of course Mesepa Lafaialii my previous vice-chair who was a strength of support to me. Thank 
you team for your leadership and I wish you well in your future endeavors.  
 
In this report you will find Regional Advisory Council (RAC) Chairpersons reports as well as reports 
from the Treasurer.  
 
I would like to thank all of the listed stakeholders in the back of this report for their ongoing support 
during this financial year as well as during my leadership. I trust that the work will continue into the 
future and reassure the community that there will be continuity.  
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Support during 2012/2013 
 

- Bronze sponsorship re: Pacific Unity in late 2012 
- Casula Power House. In support of the Casula Powerhouse Arts Centre’s for Annual Pro-

gram Funding through Arts NSW. We wrote that NSWCPC is planning to partner with 
Casula Powerhouse Arts Centre (CPAC) in 2014 to develop a number of projects and 
programs which include skills and development workshops for Western Sydney commu-
nities, as well as various music presentations. We are excited about these coming oppor-
tunities for creating engaging and inspiring creative outcomes for all people to share in. 

- Pacific Film and Arts Festival Donation through the Marrickville Youth Centre Project 
- South West Sydney Regional Advisory Council letter of support to Department of Attor-

ney General & Justice for the category for ‘Best Practice by a Government Department 
engaging with Pacific Communities.’  The request was for sponsorship of $2,000 for this 
award 

- Volunteer Grants 2013 to support the volunteers of New South Wales Council for Pacific-
Communities. To assist volunteers with $5,000 New South Wales Council for Pacific 
Communities  

- Nga Uri o Rahiri Inc Proposal to Holroyd City Council Holroyd Council has a history of facili-
tating cultural celebration for the Pacific and Maori communities that live and reside 
within the LGA. This augurs well with the core segments of diversity that echoes sup-
ports the progress of a community that is unique in the wider tapestry multiculturalism 
within the local government area. The Maori community like all indigenous communities 
across the world is culturally sacred and powerful. There is a need for a sacred space for 
learning and the sharing of wisdom by the elders. NSWCPC envisages the learning to be 
conducive to the development, nurturing and capacity building of its young people who 
often face challenges in relation to identity. This space would build bridges of learning 
for the old and the young that fosters intergenerational understanding for community 
empowerment. A Centre of Excellence for the Maori community is very much needed 
for the development of this community. An example or model of such; can be found at 
the National Centre of Indigenous Excellence in Redfern, NSW. This robust model en-
courages, recognises and acknowledges community and wider participation through fos-
tering inter--‐cultural understanding whilst building on community capacity. 
 

-  Support of the ‘Living Libraries Pacific Project’ proposed by Thelma Thomas aka MC Trey. 
This project aims to capture some of the stories of Pacific elders based in Sydney. The 
stories will be captured in their daily environment and some at the Australian Museum 
in response to the Pacific artefacts collections. This is an important project as it will also 
give Pacific young people an opportunity to learn from their elders, develop creative 
skills and strengthen inter-generational relationships. 

 
 
Tia Roko  
Chairperson 
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-  In September 2012, the Regional Director for South Pacific for DIAC to meet with local 
Pacific communities and get their perspective on issues relating to the migration of Pa-
cific nations to Australia. Ms Zdenka Zrno was happy to canvas any issues within the 
community offshore and is focussed on the migration services (permanent and tempo-
rary visa's) for South Pacific people to Australia. This meeting led to conversations with 
DEEWRS around the Seasonal Workers program. It also led us to produce a document 
on behalf of communities abroad who voiced their concerns about the following:  

- Review of service delivery at in-country locations  

- Review of visa waiting periods- constant delays  

- Review of outsourcing private companies to lodge visas  

- Access to online visa applications  

- Issue with regards health insurance for the elderly  

- Seasonal workers visa- restriction to Fiji  
- Protection visas application processes 

- Settlement issues relating to financial impacts and lack of knowledge of Australian sys-
tems (Note that DIAC SGP projects for Pacific communities have been defunded)  
 

- Supported Maketi Ples- Pacific Trade and Investment.  with a potential for a formal part-
nership  to extend this project to the West Sydney areas 

- Conversation commenced in June 2013 regarding  a Pacific Business Network for NSW. 
The Australia Pacific Islands Business Council to commence a face to face discussion in 
June 2014. 

- Department of Attorney General & Justice outcomes from the partnership resulted in: 
 Feedback to Pacific Communities on a regular basis.  

 Integration of all pacific contacts into the DAGJ database. Regular meetings be 
 tween DAGJ and NSWCPC to be scheduled in 2014 

- Energy and Water Ombudsman discussions and meetings regarding a Pacific Community 
worker’s forum  

- Conversations commenced regarding Pacific Foster Carers program that will be reported 
at the next AGM  
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South West Sydney 
Regional Advisory 

Committee 
 

NSW COUNCIL FOR PACIFIC COMMUNITIES KEY FOCUS AREAS 
Strong Families 
Youth 
Education and Employment 
Sustainable Entrepreneurship 
Culture and Heritage 
Health  
Public Relations 
 
 
SWSRAC HIGHLIGHTS UNDER OUR KEY FOCUS AREAS 
 
STRONG FAMILIES  
Held at Minto Community Centre & SWYPE at Miller. 
 
SWYPE- Mission Australia 
Hosted interactive and fun workshops and activities celebrating cultural 
diversity. There were workshops presented by the Spanish, Arabic, Pa-
cific & Vietnamese Communities. 
 
This project was proudly sponsored by Miller SWYPE- Mission Australia, 
The Hub community Health Service, Community 2168 Project, Liverpool 
Multicultural Health Services, SWSRAC & Westside Youth Centre. 
 
The Samoan Seniors group hosted the Seniors Harmony Day it was a 
day of cultural respect for everyone who calls Australia home – from 
the traditional owners of this land to those who have come from many 
countries around the world.  
Participants enjoyed activities, performance, food and they learnt that 
diverse backgrounds equally belong to this nation and enrich it.  
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YOUTH 
 
NSW Council for Pacific Communities (SWSRAC) nominated the follow-
ing Pacific Youth for the Rotary International Youth Excellence Awards 
2014 held at the Wests Club congratulations to Rebecca Hatch (W), 
Jeneum Kepu(HC), Giordan Patea (HC), Hyrum Timu (HC), Katerina Vis-
esio (HC) and Dre Faaeteete- we are very proud of all our nominees.  
 
 
 
NSW Council for Pacific Communities SWSRAC attended the NSW Par-
liament House meeting with members of Australia - Malaysia Institute's 
Cultural Exchange led by the Hon .Minister Victor Dominello. The dele-
gation of Malaysian Youth reps were keen to discuss the NSW Govern-
ment’s commitment to developing and maintaining harmonious com-
munity relations, through such bodies as the CRC. Representing SWSRAC 
were Hyrum Timu & Jay Taputoro. Always great opportunities to spend 
with our young people. Thanks Hyrum & Jay 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Young lady Miss Rebecca Hatch of Maori and Samoan descent is the winner of 
Young Citizen of the Year Award for Campbelltown City Council. 
  
The Hatch family are proud supporters of the NSW Council for Pacific Com-
munities (SWSRAC) and all three children have been recipients at the Pacific 
Awards Events. 
 

 
 
 
Advertised in Liverpool Leader 
 
 
Young Man Jordan Archibald of Maori & Australian Descent is the winner of Young Citizen of the 
Year Award for Liverpool City Council. Jordan Archibald is currently School Captain for Hoxton Park 
High School. Have performed at various SWSRAC events singing the National Australian Anthem. 
And is an active member of Urban Youth Council –UYC for Miller SWYPE in Liverpool. 
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Proud to attend the Zest Awards in support of SWSRAC Youth mem-
ber Hyrum Timu. Congratulations Hyrum on your nomination thank 
you for all that you and your family have done in supporting SWSRAC. 
We wish you all the best as your family returns to New Zealand.  
 
 
 
EDUCATION AND EMPLOYMENT   
 

 
SWSRAC would like to applaud the work of Magda Georgiou with Casula 
High School for receiving The Director - Generals School Achievement 
Award. This Award was presented by the Executive Director of Public 
Schools in NSW, Mr Murat Dizdar, for their Pacific Island Engagement 
Program. Acknowledgments to Jennifer French (Casula High School 
Principal) for leading and supporting this program. Congratulations on 
your success! You have made us all proud. Keep up the good work and 

we wish you many years of great achievements. Well Done. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Discover Your Purpose Youth Program a partnership with  
Catherine Taouk Business Consultant. The Objective of this 
program is to help teenagers discover their passion, their 
purpose, to harness their skills and things that they natural-
ly love to integrate it into their lives. To live happier and 
more fulfilled lives and to live lives of purpose with direc-
tion. 
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CULTURE AND HERITAGE  
 
 Waitangi Day celebrations were held at Minto and Miller with 
the support of SWSRAC both events were well supported. The 
Minto Waitangi Day celebration also combined with the opening 
of the Minto Te Kohanga Reo Playgroup sent up and run by Ema 
Williams and her team.  It was also great to have the Pacifica 

team from the Australian Museum and federal MP Laurie Ferguson   
 
 
 

 
SWYPE Mission Australia had wonderful Waitangi day 
celebration with a Hangi entertainment, Urban Youth 
Council members planned and hosted the day with 
special guest Chris Hayes MP.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
SWSRAC team hosting an info stall 
at the Waitangi Day Celebrations 
in Marrylands. Some of our young 
people also performed on that 
day.   
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
The Australian Maori National Committee of performing arts Inc 
proudly presented the 5th Australian Maori National Kapa Haka 
qualifying festival which was held at Whitlam Centre in Liverpool. It 
was great for SWSRAC members to accept the invitation to have 
the U Turn waka (canoe) centre piece for the event. Congratula-
tions to all those that participated in the competition.   
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The opening of the NEW  Minto Mall, brought a community together in fes-
tivity. SWSRAC member Jannike Seiuli put together a crew of entertainers 
from past to present for the final day of celebration. They were Jay, LDS 
Minto Choir, E'vana Dance Group, Eden Dessalegn & Dance Crew, Alex 
Nicolls & Chris, Scottie & ODC and Minto's very own Angel Tupai. During that 
time we also had a guest appearance of 2 players from West Tigers Well 
Done to all involved esp the planning committee and best wishes Minto Mall 
for a prosperous future! 
 
 
 
We had the opportunity to partnership with Pastor Alosio Waininau 
and Ta'ane Tupola Multicultural Community Liaison Officer Camp-
belltown Police as they hosted the Fijian Ministers’ community conso-
lation.  Over a lovely dinner the pastors were presented with some 
crime prevention stats by the Campbelltown Police they then enjoyed 
conversations on ways that the Fijian community can work with the 
Police.  
 
 
HEALTH  

 
In partnership with NSW Health, South West Multicultural and Com-
munity Centre and SWYPE Mission Australia the Pacific Go4Fun Pro-
gram has been a great success over the past 10weeks. The partici-
pants and their parents learnt about healthy living, active bodies and 
healthy food choices. Congratulations to all the term one participants 
on your program graduation. May you continue on this journey to a 
happy healthier life. We are excited to have the Pacific GO4FUN Pro-

gram continue in Term II start date Mon 28 April.  
 
 
 
Free healthy cooking classes held in our local community Centres at 
Minto and The Hub at Miller. Both Centres provide free cooking clas-
ses each teaching the importance of creating healthier meals and 
meals on a budget. SWSRAC members are active volunteers and par-
ticipants in the Minto and Miller cooking classes.    
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Hula for Fun and Fitness a partnership with Macarthur Multicultural 
Health and the Tropical Island Hula. Has been a great success under 
the tutoring of  Alex Nicholls, the class has expanded in numbers 
catering for all cultures and ages.  
 
 
  
 

 
SWSRAC members attended the Maori and Pacific Island Diabetes forum 
hosted by Brian Doyle MP member of Campbelltown together with the 
Australian Diabetes Council. Participants enjoyed presentations, guest 
speakers and interactive activities to assist with Diabetes awareness 
within the Pacific community. A highlight of the forum was guest speaker 
Doctor Patu. SWSRAC will partnership with other Pacific services to host 
another Pacific Diabetes Forum in July during Diabetes Awareness Week.  
 
 
 
 
 
PUBLIC RELATIONS  
 
SWSRAC congratulates Ms Patsy Nai, a nominee in the UWS Young Women of the West Awards. 
Patsy is well known for her voluntary services in the Community together with her professional ca-
reer, she serves as a Stake Young Women’s president where she oversees 220 Young Women in the 
Liverpool region. Previously she has been awarded the Youth Excellence & Youth Ambassador of 
the Year Awards, both from the Campbelltown Chamber of Commerce, as well as a Young Citizen of 
the Year and the Ministers Excellence Award. We recognize her outstanding success in the different 
areas, with acknowledgments to her exceptional work as the Master of Ceremony for the prestig-
ious Annual Pacific Awards, in the last 6 years. Nominated by Charlie Fruean of the South West 
Youth Peer Education (SWYPE) and proudly supported by SWSRAC & the South West Multicultural 
and Community Centre (SWMACC). Patsy is truly an Ambassador and we wish her well in the future.  
Wonderful to attend the 24th Multicultural Marketing Awards evening and 
just as thrilled to see Pasty Nai and Rick Manu invited to emcee the even-
ing. We are so proud of you both thank you for all that you do not only for 
SWSRAC but for your communities.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

NSWCPC 2011/12 ANNUAL REPORT 11 

 
SWSRAC executive members 
attended the launch of the 
Samoan and Pacific Islander 
Community Support Project in 
Blacktown an invitation from 
Sonny Wilson chair of the Sa-
moan Council. The launch was 
made possible through the 

Samoan Council Sydney's receipt of grant monies from the Australian Government which has ena-
bled a new partnership with the Samoan Community Support Services in Mount Druitt. The launch 
included a short seminar on the strategies to prevent crime in the Mount Druitt area and Western 
Sydney Suburbs. SWSRAC also had the opportunity to speak about the possibility of SWSRAC and 
other groups working together in partnership to assist our Pacific Islander people in refraining from 
committing crime as well as any assistance we can offer to the Police to prevent crime. 
 

 
Michel Tuffery 
 
Lisa Havilah Director of Carriageworks invited the community to 
listen to Michel Tuffery, who spoke about the Importance of His-
torical Art Installation and his work Siamani Samoa (German Sa-
moa) Proudly support by SWSRAC 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Leo Tanoi, presenting to the Urban Youth Council different types of art, here 
students are being taught how to create street art to be showcased at Harmony 
Day and Casula Powerhouse. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Mal Fruean  
Chairperson 
SWSRAC 
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Financial Report 
 
As we continue to forge strong alliances with key stakeholders we continue to spread the word of 
the council and its work. We have attempted to allocate our limited funds towards governance and 
advocacy. There are so many services doing such great work within the community and we want to 
be sure they receive the right exposure. It has been a fruitful year and I look forward to building on 
these strong partnerships.  
 
Treasurer 
Uluafi Lomu 
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Our Partners  

 
Community Relations Commission 

Department of Attorney General and Justice 

Department of Families and Community Services 

NSW Police Force 

Department of Corrective Services 

Department of Juvenile Justice 

Australian Museum 

Auburn Diversity Services Inc. 

Fiji Youth Initiatives Inc 

Auburn City Council 

 PIMDAN- Pacific Island Mt Druitt Action network 

Campbelltown City Council  

Campbelltown Arts Centre 

Campbelltown Casula Powerhouse 

PCYC-Minto- Police and community Youth Clubs 

Mission Australia SWYPE- South West Youth Peer Education 

YAPA- Youth Action Policy Association NSW 

University of Western Sydney (Campbelltown campus) 

Macquarie Fields TAFE 

REACH the Musical 

Pacific Unity 

Fiji Day Committee 

Energy & Water Ombudsman 

Settlement Services International 

Blacktown Youth Services 


